
         October  29th 2026

Church News
chal ke val l ey benef ice

Readings for  Sunday 1st  Novem ber  - All Saint s

  Old Test am ent  :  Revelations 7 v 9 - end  New Test am ent  :  1 John 3 v 1 - 3

Gospel:  Matthew 5 v 1 - 12  Psalm  34 v 1 - 10

"Great er  love has no one t han t h is: t o lay down one?s l i fe for  one?s f r iends."  ?  John 15:13

Every November, for two distinct minutes our communities fall silent. The ticking of the clock fades, traffic pauses, 
and we stand shoulder-to-shoulder in a quietness that spans the generations. We wear the vibrant red poppy ? a 
fragile flower that bloomed amidst the shattered soil of Flanders Fields ? as a visible pledge that we will not 
forget.

In our parishes, this act of remembrance carries a profound spiritual weight. When we say the words,?At the going 
down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them,?it is our pledge. We are honouring the ultimate 
sacrifice of the brave men and women who gave up their youth, their dreams, and their lives so that we might 
inherit a world of freedom, democracy, and peace. We also hold in our hearts not only those who fell on the 
battlefields of the past, but also the veterans living among us today, many of whom still carry the wounds of 
conflict, both visible and invisible.

However, true Christian remembrance cannot simply be a backward glance at history. It must be an active 
commitment to the future. In the Gospels, Jesus repeatedly calls us to be peacemakers. The peace bought by the 
sacrifice of our armed forces is a precious but fragile gift, and it is our responsibility to guard it. We live in a world 
that is still fractured by division, fear, and conflict. Therefore, our remembrance should bear fruit in the way we 
live our lives today.

The poppies we wear, should be a challenge to us:a challenge to build bridges where there are rifts in our own 
families and neighbourhoods: to practice forgiveness and seek reconciliation in our daily lives, and to pray 
fervently for world leaders, that they may be guided by wisdom, justice, and compassion.

This Remembrance Sunday, let us lay our grief, our gratitude, and our hopes at the foot of the cross. We trust in a 
God who promises a future where war shall be no more, and where every tear will be wiped away. Until that day 
comes, we remember, we give thanks and we pray for peace.



Compline at Fifield Bavant

As usual, we will hold a service of 
Compline in Fifield church on Wednesday, 

11th November at 5.30pm, as this is St. 
Martin's Day as well as Remembrance 

Day.

All are very welcome to join us for this 
short service with time for silent prayer.

There will be no Evensong on 8th 
November, as the  Remembrance Sunday 
service for our parish will be in Alvediston 

church this year, at 11.20, after Acts of 
Remembrance at 10.45 at the crosses at 

both Ebbesbourne and Alvediston.

SCHOOL ACT OF REMEMBRANCE

Wednesday 11t h Novem ber

10.50am

The Cross

Coom be Bisset t  Churchyard

ALL WELCOME



If you are unable to attend a service  in church this Sunday, there 
are services on the radio ...

8.10am  - BBC Radio 4                Sunday Worship                                
'Gr ief  and Just ice'

A service on Grief and Justice from West Croydon 
Baptist Church to mark All Saints and All Souls              

6.00pm  - BBC Radio 4  Choral Evensong         

from St James's Picadilly with the  Genesis Sixteen 
Alumni
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